Aschmarn Action

“Pastor, what should I do!? | had a terrible dream that my
lifeline was cut!” | heard the panicky voice of one of the Quichua la-
dies we have been ministering to over the phone. In many indigenous
cultures like that of the Quichuas, dreams are taken very seriously. |
was able to read her Romans 8:37-39 and assure her that nothing can
separate us from the love of God; that we can have confidence in Him
and don’t have to fear dreams. | have been calling the Quichuas that
have attended our Bible studies during this Coronavirus quarantine
weekly to read them God’s Word and pray with them. I’m sure that
several of them have never had someone call to check up on them dur-
ing a crisis. And many have called me for counseling during this time.
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We are even able to video chat with some, and Anne can read Bible

stories to the children she teaches every Sunday. Lord.  Romanc §:37-39 EQV

Steps Forward for the Old Testament Project

We have the go-ahead to translate the Old Testament into the Central Highland Quichua language. ..
and God has provided the funding for the first year of work! Rick is working with Daniel Sigla and Bibli-
ca to get everything set up for the consultant team to get started. Meanwhile, Daniel has the first draft of
Genesis done as well as 50 Psalms. The plan is to publish this Old Testament translation with the New
Testament that was finished in 2010 in a bilingual (Quichua-Spanish) edition.

Thank you for helping us remain faithful !

We want to thank God for those of you who have
been able to give during this crisis to keep us here and to
allow us to be generous to the Quichuas who are out of
work. Please pray for financial provision for us to remain
here in Ecuador. We are still lacking about $2000 per
month in monthly pledges, so if you would like to join
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Feeding the Hungry

Just like in most of the world, many of the Qui-
chuas that we minister to don’t have jobs or can’t do
their jobs right now. The ministry we have worked with
on Sundays, Pan de Vida (Bread of Life), is trying to
provide food for hundreds of families, including our Quichua friends. They package up enough food for a
family for 2 weeks and pay for a taxi to and from the ministry so someone in the family can get it. (Taxis
have been the only way to get around since public transportation is shutdown.) They have been doing this
since mid-March. We are helping to coordinate with the Quichuas that get this food and are chipping in
for some of the costs. If you would like more information about Pan de Vida or would like to help this
ministry, check out this link: pandevida.org.ec.

Other sites: www.hcjb.org, www.wycliffe.org
Our newsletters: www.Aschmann.net/Rick/Newsletter.
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New Doors Opening

We’re searching for new ways to keep in touch with those we are ministering to. We made several
special Bible teaching videos in Quichua for our YouTube site, but found that many Quichuas do not have
Internet. But nearly all of them have cellphones, and the phone companies here are providing a service
called WhatsApp to most people, even if they don’t have internet on their cell phones. This allows us to
send them videos or video chat with them. God always provides a way!

Prayer & Praise

« Please pray that more people would come to know the Lord Jesus Christ through this crisis, and that
those struggling financially will see God’s provision.

« Pray for Quichua translator Daniel Sigla to be able to get a new computer during this shutdown. He
needs this to translate the Old Testament in a format that can be easily edited by Rick and the consultant
team.

« Praise God for his continued provision in this tough time.

* Praise God that Alliance Academy International is doing a super job helping the students keep up with
high school. Please keep Anne and Nathan and the teachers in your prayers. They will finish at the end of
June.

Cultural Closeup

Qtriet rectrictione are ctill in effect here becauce of the Coronavirue cricie. Since March 15™
we have been quarantined and rectricted in driving our vehicles and leaving our house.

o (Curfew houre are 2 o’clock in the afternoon until 5 o’clock in the morning every day. Excep-
tione are medical or emergency workere, bank employeeg, and thoge trangporting or celling
foode and medicinec.

e There ic no public trangportation available. Some taxic are allowed out and anyone delivering food and medi-
cinee (nearly alwaye on motoreycles).

o Porconal vehicleg are ceverely limited. We are only allowed to uge our car one morning a week depending on our
licenge plate number. (Our day i Wednes- :
day.) No perconal vehicleg are allowed out
at all on Saturday and Sunday. If you
drive on a day you chould not, you can be
fined and your car impounded for a woek!

e  Only one pereon from each hougehold ic
to go out to the bank or grocery ctore. And ¥
upon arrival, many placee fake your fem-
perature, require you to wear a magk (and
cometimae glovee), and epray you down
with tubbing alcohol or another dicin-
fectant of come cot.

We've just been told these rastrictione

may let up a bit at the end of May, though in- 3
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ternational and im‘ercitg travel will econtinue to Segundo and Laura have been travelling back and forth between Quito and
b tricted. But t to drive 2 _ Imbabura Prov_lnce_durlng thg crisis to take care of their farm and her 8_7-year-o|d
e reciricied. But we may get 1o drive £ mornh father Antonio (pictured with Segundo). Thankfully, not long before it began,
ingg 9 woak! their daughter Doris, a nurse, was able to buy a car for her work, the only vehicle
the family has ever had. With no public transportation, this has been a godsend!




