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1. Does the Bible Teach a Global or a Local Flood? 

Traditionally Noah’s flood has been viewed as a global flood, with water covering the entire earth. However, some simple physical calculations show 

that this would be impossible, as shown in this article, this article, and this article, among many articles on the Reasons to Believe website and many other 

websites. One of the most thorough presentations is Hugh Ross’s excellent book Navigating Genesis, especially chapter 17. 

But when we read the account of the flood in Genesis 6-9 it certainly appears that it must have been a global flood, which appears to make the Bible 

conflict with the findings of objective science. 

However, in reality the Bible text supports a local flood just as readily as a global flood, provided it is translated and interpreted using the most 

common meanings of these words instead of those with a bias towards a global flood. 

 

The problem is that in these chapters we face two different kinds of bias, which we can call translation bias and interpretation bias. 

The first refers to a translation done on the basis of certain presuppositions that the text itself does not require. Examples are given in the relevant 
section below. 

The second refers to reading the text of the Bible on the basis of certain presuppositions that the text itself does not require. Even in the case of words 

that are not the result of translation bias, we can easily misinterpret some words if our presupposition is that the flood was global. Examples are given in the 

relevant section below. 

2. Translation Bias 

It turns out that our English translations suffer from a bad case of translation bias. In fact, much of the misunderstanding of these chapters is based on 

the translations of just a couple of words, which I discuss in the following paragraphs. 

 

1. The Hebrew word רֶץ  ,”Ɂereṭṣ/ is extremely common in the Old Testament, occurring 2503 times, and is translated “land, country, ground, earthˈ/ אֶֶ֫

though the majority of its cases are translated “land” or “country”. Its definite form רֶץ  hāˈɁāreṭṣ/ “the land”, occurs many times in Genesis 6-9, and the/ הָאָָ֖
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ESV always translates it as “the earth” in these chapters, though elsewhere it is far more often translated “the land”, as in Genesis 34:30. To our modern minds 

“the earth” sounds like it is referring to the entire planet,
1
 but this is actually a fairly uncommon meaning for this Hebrew word, and in fact it can very 

naturally be translated “land” every time it occurs in these chapters, the idea being that, just as in the time of the Tower of Babel, it is probable that the people 

had not spread out over the earth as God had commanded them in Genesis 1:28, but had remained in just one area. This drastically changes our perspective on 

the meaning of Genesis 6-9, and makes a local flood a perfectly natural interpretation, whose effects were nevertheless global as far as the destruction of 

humankind is concerned. In the text in the big chart below each case of this is marked in red, and the word land is in bold to show that I changed it from earth. 

Often רֶץ ,/bāˈɁāreṭṣ/ בָאָרֶץ bə/ “in, on, at”, producing the word/ ב ְּ hāˈɁāreṭṣ/ “the land” is preceded by the preposition/ הָאָָ֖
2
 which is most commonly 

translated as “in the land” in the ESV, as in Genesis 34:21, but in Genesis 6-9 it is always translated “on the earth”, except once, in Genesis 6:5, where it is 

translated “in the earth”. I have changed all of these to “in the land”, except that Genesis 6:5 has “in the land” since I didn’t change the word in. 

רֶץ  ʕal/ “on, on top of, upon, over”, producing the uncontracted phrase/ עַל hāˈɁāreṭṣ/ “the land” can also be preceded by a different preposition/ הָאָָ֖

רֶץ־עַל הָאָָ֖  /ʕal-hāˈɁāreṭṣ/, which is most commonly translated as “over the land” or “on the land” in the ESV, as in 1 Kings 23:33 or Genesis 19:23, but in 

Genesis 6-9 it is always translated “on the earth” or “upon the earth” or “over the earth”. I have changed all of these to “on the land” or “upon the land” or 

“over the land”, and have marked “on” or “upon” or “over” in dark green and עַל in dark green to show that they need never be changed in these chapters. 

A different Hebrew word ה  Ɂăḏāˈmâ/ also occurs in Genesis 6-9, and the ESV usually translates it as “ground”, though occasionally “land” or/ אֲדָמָָ֑

“soil”. These need no adjustment, since their meaning is naturally understood as local. All of the cases in these chapters are the definite form ה  הָָֽאֲדָמָָ֑
/hāɁăḏāˈmâ/, “the ground”. All of these cases are shown in blue. 

In one case the preposition עַל /ʕal/ “on” occurs before ה  ”bə/ “in, on, at/ ב ְּ in Genesis 7:8, and I marked this in dark green. The preposition ,הָָֽאֲדָמָָ֑

does not occur with this word in Genesis 6-9. 

Another extremely rare Hebrew word חָרָבָה /ḥārāˈḇâ/ “dry land, dry ground” also occurs in Genesis 7:22, with the prefix ְּ ב /bə/ “in, on, at”, and the 

ESV translates it as “on the dry land”, although technically it should be “on dry land”, since it is indefinite (the NIV translates it correctly as “on dry land”). 

Even so, I didn’t change this in the ESV, since it probably won’t significantly affect any interpretation bias. This is shown in light green. 

 

2. The word הָרִים /hāˈrîm/ can mean “mountains, hills, hill country” (the singular is הָר /ˈhār/ “mountain, hill, hill country”, but in Genesis 6-9 it only 

occurs in the plural). Most of the mountains in Israel are not very tall, and these are the ones generally referred to in the  Old Testament, so they didn’t really 

need words to distinguish hills from mountains. And if the flood occurred in central Mesopotamia or even a dry Persian Gulf, because that is where all of the 

people were living, no mountains would be visible, only local hills, and it is quite possible that these are the ones referred to in Genesis 7:19-20. As for the 

“mountains of Ararat”, in the Bible the name Ararat referred to a country, not a mountain, and corresponded to the ancient region and kingdom of Urartu (see 

2 Kings 19:37, Isaiah 37:38, and Jeremiah 51:27). The mountain we know today as Mount Ararat historically did not even have this name. Thus the original 

readers of Genesis 8:4 would have thought not of this mountain but of the region and kingdom, whose borders came down almost to the edge of the 

Mesopotamian plain, in fact almost to Nineveh, as can be seen by this map and this map. 

Actually the Bible does not say that the ark ended up on the very top of a high mountain, and it more likely settled on some hill at a much lower 

altitude, probably not far above the Mesopotamian plain, which reaches 400 meters (1300 feet) above sea level where it meets the foothills.
3
 

                                                 

 
1
 Even in English “earth” does not always refer to the whole planet, as we can see from verses like Genesis 24:52, 26:15, and 28:15, among many others, and its meaning also depends on its 

context. 
2
 /bəhā/ “in the” gets contracted to /bā/. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urartu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Ararat#Names_and_etymology
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/13-Urartu-9-6mta.gif
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Urartu_715_713-en.svg
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I have changed all of these cases to hills, bold and in pink. (The definite form is ְֶָּֽהָרִים ְּה  /hehāˈrîm/ “the hills”. The construct form is י ֵ֥  hāˈrê/ “hills/ הָר 

of”.) 

 

Navigating Genesis deals with all of these words in detail in chapter 16 (though its handling of the hills is slightly different from my view here), and 

inspired me to write this page, since I thought it would make these ideas more real if I actually adjusted the text to its most natural reading. However, I 

strongly recommend that you read the book, since what I am presenting here is very limited. 

This book also points out that in several instances it is important to understand that the perspective of these chapters is generally that of Noah, and 

should be viewed from his point of view. For example, in 7:19 it says, “And the waters prevailed so mightily on the land that all the high hills under the 

whole heaven* were covered.” However, this should be understood as “under the whole sky (that Noah could see)”, so it would mean all the hills within his 

view. I mark all of these cases with asterisks. 

 

In choosing the English Standard Version (ESV) for this exercise I am not being critical of the ESV: on the contrary, it’s the translation I personally 

prefer for my Bible reading and study. But all the Bible translations that I know of have this same bias. 

3. Interpretation Bias 

Even when no translation bias is involved, certain words can still be affected by the interpretation bias of the reader. For example, the word חָרָבָה 
/ḥārāˈḇâ/ “dry land, dry ground” in Genesis 7:22 which was discussed above will naturally be interpreted according to the reader’s understanding of Genesis 

6-9 as a whole, as to whether it applies to all the dry land on the planet or only the dry land in a local area. As I have made clear, I believe the latter should 

apply.
4
 

And of course, even the English word “land” must be interpreted according to this same criterion, whichever Hebrew word it is translating, though it is 

much less prone to be interpreted as planetwide than “earth”. Again my point is simply that there is absolutely nothing in Genesis 6-9 that requires a 

planetwide understanding of the Flood. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
3
 Ancient Jewish, Christian, and Islamic tradition said that Noah’s ark came to rest not on what is today called Mount Ararat, but on a mountain called Mount Judi or Mount Qardū, which is 

in the first range of mountains north of the Mesopotamian plain, at 2,089 meters (6,854 feet), in present-day Turkey, close to where Turkey, Syria, and Iraq meet. It is also close to where the 

River Tigris leaves the plain and moves north into the mountains. (The coordinates given in the link above, and the place marked on Google Maps as Cudi Dağı is located incorrectly, as is 

obvious by the fact that it is supposed be 2,089 meters tall, but the altitude at the place marked is only 600 meters. I have located the correct location at: 37°22'43.4"N 42°27'09.5"E, which 

seems to be the highest point in its range, at least until you go much farther east. This tradition is probably much closer to the actual location than Mount Ararat is, but it is impossible to 

know for certain how close it really is. 
4
 It is interesting that this is not the word used in Genesis 1:9-10 to refer to the dry land which was separated from the sea, which certainly in that context applies to the whole planet. That 

word is יבַָשָה /yabbāˈšâ/, also translated “dry land, dry ground”, and is almost as rare as חָרָבָה. But again, that word also must be interpreted carefully according to its context, since in 

Joshua 3:17 and 4:18 it applies only to the dry ground the Israelites needed to cross the Jordan. 

http://shop.reasons.org/product/279/navigating-genesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Judi
https://www.google.com.ec/maps/place/Mount+Judi/@37.3640198,42.2524631,12z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x0:0x0!2zMzfCsDIyJzQzLjQiTiA0MsKwMjcnMDkuNSJF!3b1!8m2!3d37.3787222!4d42.4526389!3m4!1s0x40095d1cafe0e487:0xb760a267a902a2ac!8m2!3d37.3694751!4d42.344141!5m1!1e4?authuser=1
https://www.google.com.ec/maps/place/37%C2%B022'43.4%22N+42%C2%B027'09.5%22E/@37.3787222,42.41762,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d37.3787222!4d42.4526389!5m1!1e4?authuser=1


The Natural Reading of Noah’s Flood as a Local Flood Rick Aschmann 4 Last updated: December 28, 2017 at 20:14 

 

 

4. Modified ESV Text of Genesis 6-9 

Modified ESV text of Genesis 6-9, with key words 

in color, and all modified words in bold 

Hebrew text 

Increasing Corruption on Earth  

6  
1 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters 

were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were 

attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, 

“My Spirit shall not abide in
5
 man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 

120 years.” 4 The Nephilim
6
 were in the land in those days, and also after-

ward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore 

children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of 

renown. 

 1    ְָּֽ ְּלְְָּּםדָ ְּאָהְְָָּּֽלח  ְּה ְּ־יכְְִָּּֽי ְּהְִּי ְּוַ ־ינ ְּב ְְּּוּא ְּר ְּיְִּוְַּ    2  ׃םהְֶָּֽלְְָּּוּדְֵּ֥ל ְּי ְְּּתוֹנְָּ֖בְָּוְּּהמְָָּ֑דְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽינ  ְּפ ְּ־לעְְַּּבר ָ֖

ְְָּּ֑תב ְָּ֖ט ְְּּיכְְִֵּּ֥םדָ ְּאָהְְָָּּֽתוֹנ ְּב ְּ־תאְְֶּּם ְּיהְִּלֹא ְּהְָָּֽ ְּנְְָּּם ְּהְֶּלְְָּּוּח ְּק ְּיְִּוְְַּּהנְָּה   ׃וּרחָָֽבְְָּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּלכ ְָּ֖מְְִּּםישִ 

ְּהאְֵָּ֥מ ְְּּוימָ ְּיְְָּּוּי ְּהְָּו ְְּּרשְָָּ֑בְְָּּאוּה ְְּּםגְַָּ֖שְַּב ְְּּםלָ ְּע ְּל ְְּּם ְּדְָּאָבְְָָּּֽיחִ ְּוּרְּןוֹד ְּיְָּ־אלְְָֹּּֽהוָ ְּהי ְְּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    3 

ְָּֽשְְָּּםירְִָּ֖ש ְּעְֶּו ְּ ְּאְְֲּּןכ  ְּ־יר ְּחְֲּאְְַָּּֽםגַ ְּו ְְּּם ְּה ְּהְְָּּםימִ ְּיְָּבְְַּּץ ְּרְֶּאָבְְָּּוּי ְּהְְָּּםילִ ְּפְִּנ ְּהְַּ    4  ׃הנָ ְּוּאב  ְּיְְָּּרשֶ 

ְֵּ֥נ ְּאְַּםלְָָּ֖וֹעמ ְְּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּםירִ ְּב ְּגְִּהְְַּּהמְָּה  ְְּּםהְֶָּ֑לְְָּּוּדְָּ֖ל ְּיְָּו ְְּּםדָ ְּאָהְְָָּּֽתוֹנ ְּב ְּ־לאְְֶּּם ְּיהְִּלֹא ְּהְְָָּּֽינ  ְּב ְּ ְּיש 

ְָּֽהְַּ פְּ׃םש                                               
5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the land, and 

that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

6 And the LORD regretted that he had made man in the land, and it grieved 

him to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created 

from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of 

the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in 

the eyes of the LORD. 

־לכְְָּּערְְַָּּ֖קרְְֵַּּ֥וֹב ְּלְְִּּתב  ְּש ְּח ְּמְְַּּר ְּצְֶּי  ְּ־לכְָּו ְְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑בְְָּּםדְָָּ֖אָהְְָּּתעְֵַּ֥רְְָּּהבָ ְּרְְַּּיכְְִֵּּ֥הוָ ְּהי ְְּּאר ְּיַ ְּוְַּ    5 

ְָּ֖עְַּת ְּיְִּוְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑בְְָּּםדְָָּ֖אָהְָָּֽ־תאְְֶּּהשְֵָּ֥עְָּ־יכְְִָּּֽהוָ ְּהי ְְּּםחְֶּנָ ְּיְִּוְַּ    6  ׃םוֹיְָּֽהְַּ ְּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    7  ׃וֹבְָּֽלְִּ־לאְְֶּּבצ 

ְְָּּֽהמָ ְּדְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽינ  ְּפ ְְּּל ְּעְַּמ ְְּּי ְּתְִּארָ ְּבְָּ־רשְֶּאְְֲּּםדָ ְּאָהְָּ־תאְְֶּּהחֶ ְּמ ְּאְְֶּּהוָ ְּהי ְּ ְּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּ־דעְְַּּם ְּדְָּאָמ 

ְְָּּ֖אצְָּמְְֵָּּ֥חְַּנ  ְּו ְּ    8  ׃םתִָֽישְִּעְְֲּּיכְְִֵּּ֥יתְִּמ ְּחְַָּ֖נְְִּּיכְְִֵּּ֥םיְִּמְָָּ֑שְָּהְְַּּףוֹע ְּ־דעְַּו ְְּּשמְֶּרְֶָּ֖־דעְַּ ְֵּ֥יע ְּב ְְּּןח  ְּינ 

ְָּֽהי ְּ פְּ׃הוָ                                              

Noah and the Flood 
 

9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 

blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three 

sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

 9    ְּ ־ךְלְֶּהְַּת ְּהְְִָּּֽםיהְִָּ֖לֹא ְּהְָָּֽ־תאְְֶּּויתְָָּ֑ר ְּד ְָּֽב ְְּּהיְָָּ֖הְְָּּםימְִֵּ֥תְְָּּקידִ ְּצְְַּּשיאְְִֵּּ֥חְַּנ  ְְּּחְַּנ  ְְּּתד  ְּל ְּוֹתְּהלְֶּא  

ְָּ֖־תאְְֶּּםינְִָּ֑בְְָּּהשָ ְּלֹש ְְּּחְַּנ ְְָּּ֖דלְֶּוֹיְֵּ֥וְַּ    01  ׃חְַּנ ְָּֽ ְָּֽ־תאְֶּו ְְּּםחְֵָּ֥־תאְְֶּּםש  ׃תפְֶּיָ                        
11 Now the land was corrupt in God’s sight, and the land was filled 

with violence. 12 And God saw the land, and behold, it was corrupt, for all 

flesh had corrupted their way on the land. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have 

determined to make an end of all flesh,
7
 for the land is filled with violence 

through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the land. 14 Make yourself an 

ark of gopher wood.
8
 Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with 

ְֵּ֥שְָּתְִּוְַּ    11  ְֵּ֥מְָּתְִּוְְַּּםיהְִָּ֑לֹא ְּהְְָָּּֽינ  ְּפ ְּלְְִּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְְָּּתח  ־תאְְֶּּםיהִ ְּלֹא ְְּּאר ְּיַ ְּוְַּ    21  ׃סמְָָּֽחְְָּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְְָּּאל 

ְּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    31  סְּ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לעְְַּּוֹכְָּ֖ר ְּדְַּ־תאְְֶּּרשָ ְּבְָּ־לכְְָּּתיחִ ְּש ְּהְִּ־יכְְִָּּֽהתְָּחְָָּ֑ש ְּנְְִּּהנ  ְּהְִּו ְְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְָּ

ְּינְִֵּ֥נ ְּהְִּו ְְּּםהְֶָּ֑ינ ְּפ ְּמְְִּּסמְָָּ֖חְְָּּץרְֶּאָ ְּהְְָּּהאְֵָּ֥ל ְּמְָּ־יכְְִָּּֽינַ ְּפְָּל ְְּּאבָ ְְּּר ְּשְָּבְָּ־לכְְָּּץק  ְְּּחְַּנ  ְּל ְְּּםיהִ ְּלֹא ְּ

ְּהבְָָּ֑ת ְּהְַּ־תאְְֶּּהשֶ ְּעְֲּתְַָּֽםינְִָּ֖קְְִּּרפְֶּג  ְּ־יצ ְּעְְֲּּתבַ ְּת ְְּּך ְּל ְְּּהש  ְּעְֲּ    41  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־תאְְֶּּםתְָָּ֖יחְִּש ְּמְַּ

                                                 

 
5
 Genesis 6:3 Or My Spirit shall not contend with 

6
 Genesis 6:4 Or giants 

7
 Genesis 6:13 Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 

8
 Genesis 6:14 An unknown kind of tree; transliterated from Hebrew 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen+6&version=ESV
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pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits,
9
 its 

breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof
10

 for the ark, and 

finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with 

lower, second, and third decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters 

upon the land to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. 

Everything that is in the land shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant 

with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and 

your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall 

bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall 

be male and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the 

animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, 

according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them 

alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It 

shall serve as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; he did all that God 

commanded him. 

ְּתוֹא ְּמ ְְּּשלֹ ְּש ְְּּהּתְָָּ֑א ְְּּהשְֶָּ֖עְֲּתְַָּֽרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּהזֶ ְּו ְּ    51  ׃רפְֶּכ ְָּֽבְְַּּץוּחְָּ֖מְִּוְּּתיְִּבְֵַּ֥מְְִּּהּתָ ְּא ְְּּתְֵָּ֥ר ְּפְַּכְָָּֽו ְּ

ְְּּהמָ ְּאְַּ ְּ׀רהְַּצ  ְּ    61  ׃הּתָָֽמְָּוֹקְּהמְָָּ֖אְְַּּםישְִֵּ֥לֹש ְּוְּּהּבָ ְּח ְּרְְָּּה ְּמְָּאְְַּּםישִ ְּמְִּחְְֲּּהבָ ְּת ְּהְְַּּךְרְֶּא  

ְּםיִ ְּתְִּח ְּתְְַּּםישְִָּ֑תְְָּּהּדָ ְּצְִּב ְְּּהבְָָּ֖ת ְּהְְַּּחתְַּפְֵֶּ֥וְּּהלְָּע ְּמַ ְּל ְּמְְִּּהנְָּלֶ ְּכְַּת ְְּּה ְּמְָּאְַּ־לאְֶּו ְְּּהבָ ְּת ְּלְְַּּהשֶ ְּעְֲּתְַּ

ְֵּ֥נְִּש ְּ ְּץרְֶּאָ ְּהְָּ־לעְְַּּם ְּיְִּמַ ְְּּלוּבְֵּ֥מְַּהְַּ־תאְְֶּּאיבִ ְּמ ְְּּי ְּנְִּנ ְּהְְִּּינִ ְּאְֲּוְַּ    71  ׃הְָּשְֶָּֽעְֲּתְַָּֽםישְִָּ֖לְִּש ְּוְּּםיִ

ְּבְָּ־לכְְָּּתח  ְּשְַּל ְּ ְְּּוֹ ְּב־רשְֶּאְְֲּּרשָ  ְָּֽג יְְִּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖בְָּ־רשְֶּאְְֲּּלכ ְְֵּּ֥םיְִּמְָָּ֑שְָּהְְַּּתחְַּתְַָּ֖מְְִּּםייִ ְּחְְַּּחְַּוּר   ׃עוָ

ְָּֽנ ְּוְּּךְֵּ֥ת ְּש ְּאְִּו ְְּּךינֶ ְּבְָּוְּּהתָ ְּאְְַּּהבָ ְּת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּתָ ְּאבְָּוְּּךְתְָָּ֑אְְִּּיתְִָּ֖ירְִּב ְּ־תאְְֶּּיתְִֵּ֥מ ְּקְִּהְֲּוְַּ    81  ְּךינְֶָּ֖בְָּ־יש 

ְּ־לכְָּמְִּוּ    91  ׃ךְתָָֽאְִּ ְּבְָּ־לכְָּמְְִָּּֽיחְַּהָ  ְּךְתְָָּ֑אְְִּּתי  ְּחְֲּהְַּל ְְּּהבְָָּ֖ת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּאיבְִֵּ֥תְְָּּלכ  ְּמְְִּּםיְִּנַ ְּש ְְּּרשָ 

ְְָּּֽהבְָָּ֖ק ְּנ ְּוְּּרכְֵָּ֥זְָּ ְּהמְָָּ֖דְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽשמְֶּרְְֵֶּּ֥לכ  ְּמְְִּּהּנָ ְּימְִּל ְְּּה ְּמְָּה ְּב ְּהְַּ־ןמְִּוְּּוּהנ  ְּימְִּל ְְּּףוֹע ְּהְָּמ ְּ    02  ׃וּיְָּֽה ְּיִ

ְָּ֑ימְִּל ְּ ְּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּל ְּכְָּאְֲּמְַָּֽ־לכְָּמְְִּּך ְּל ְּ־חקְְַּּהתָ ְּאְַּו ְּ    12  ׃תוֹיְָּֽחְֲּהְַָּֽל ְְּּךילְֶָּ֖א ְְּּוּאב ְֵּ֥יְְָּּלכ  ְּמְְִּּםיְִּנַ ְּש ְְּּוּהנ 

ְָּֽ ְֵּ֥הְָּו ְְּּךילְֶָּ֑א ְְּּתְָָּ֖פ ְּסְַּאָו ְְּּלכ  ְּאָי  ְָּֽכ ְּאָל ְְּּםהְֶָּ֖לְָּו ְְּּך ְּל ְְּּהיָ ְְּּחְַּנ ְְָּּ֑שעְַּיְַָּ֖וְַּ    22  ׃הלָ ְּאְְֲּּלכ ְּכ   ְּוֹת ְּא ְְּּהוְֵָּּ֥צְְִּּרשֶ 

ְְֵּּ֥םיהְִָּ֖לֹא ְּ סְּ׃השְָָּֽעְְָּּןכ                                                                                                                                       

7  
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your 

household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this 

generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals,
11

 the male and 

his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 

3 and seven pairs
12

 of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep 

their offspring alive on the face of all the land. 4 For in seven days I will send 

rain on the land forty days and forty nights, and every living thing
13

 that I 

have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all 

that the LORD had commanded him. 

ְּקידְִֵּ֥צְְַּּיתְִּיאִ ְּרְְָּּךְֵּ֥ת ְּא ְּ־יכְְִָּּֽהבְָָּ֑ת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּךְָּ֖ת ְּיב ְּ־לכְָּו ְְּּהתְֵָּ֥אְַּ־אב ְְָּּֽחְַּנ  ְּל ְְּּה ְּוְָּהי ְְּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    1 

ְָּֽהְְַּּרוֹדְֵּ֥בְְַּּינְַָּ֖פְָּל ְּ ְּשיאִ ְְּּהעְָָּ֖ב ְּשְְִּּהעְֵָּ֥ב ְּשְְִּּך ְּל ְּ־חקְַּתְִָּֽהרָ ְּוֹהט ְּהְְַּּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּהְְַּּ׀לכ  ְּמְִּ    2  ׃הזֶ

ְְּּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּהְַּ־ןמְִּוְּּוֹתְָּ֑ש ְּאְִּו ְּ ְּףוֹע ְּמ ְְּּםגַ ְּ    3  ׃וֹתְָּֽש ְּאְִּו ְְּּשיאְְִֵּּ֥םיְִּנְַָּ֖ש ְְּּאוהִ ְְּּהרְֵָּ֥ה ְּט ְְּּאלֹ ְְּּרשְֶּאֲ 

ְֵּ֥פ ְּ־לעְְַּּערְַּזְְֶָּּ֖תוֹיְֵּ֥חְַּל ְְּּהבְָָּ֑ק ְּנ ְּוְּּרכָ ְּזְְָּּהעְָָּ֖ב ְּשְְִּּהעְֵָּ֥ב ְּשְְִּּםיְִּמַ ְּשְָּהְַּ ְּי ְּכְִּ    4  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לכְְָּּינ 

ְּהלְָּי ְּלְְָָּּ֑םיעְִָּ֖בְָּר ְּאַו ְְּּםוֹי ְְּּםיעִ ְּבְָּר ְּאְַּץרְֶּאָ ְּהְָּ־לעְְַּּריטִ ְּמ ְּמְְַּּי ְּכְִּנ ְּאְְָָּּֽהעָ ְּב ְּשְְִּּדוֹע ְְּּםימִ ְּיְָּל ְּ

ְּעְְָּּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּם ְּוּקי ְּהְַּ־לכְָּ־תאְְֶָּּֽיתְִּיחִ ְּמְָּוּ ְֵּ֥פ ְְּּלעְַָּ֖מ ְְּּיתְִּישִ  ְּלכ ְֵּ֥כ ְְּּחְַּנ ְְָּּ֑שעְַּיְַָּ֖וְַּ    5  ׃המְָָּֽדְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽינ 

ְָּֽהי ְְּּוּהוְָָּּ֖צְִּ־רשְֶּאְֲּ ׃הוָ                                                         
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon 

the land. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him 

went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of 

animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the 

ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God 

had commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of the flood came 

upon the land. 

ְֵּ֥־ןבְְֶּּחְַּנ  ְּו ְּ    6  ְּוינְָּבְָּוּ ְְּּחְַּנ  ְְּּאב ְּיָ ְּוְַּ    7  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לעְְַּּםיְִּמְְַָּּ֖היָ ְּהְְָּּלוּב ְּמְַּהְַּו ְְּּהנְָָּ֑שְְָּּתוֹאְָּ֖מ ְְּּשש 

ְָּֽנ ְּוְּּוֹת ְּש ְּאְִּו ְּ ְָּ֖פ ְּמְְִּּהבְָָּ֑ת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּוֹתְָּ֖אְְִּּוינָ ְּבְָּ־יש  ְְֵּּ֥ינ  ְּהרָ ְּוֹהט ְּהְְַּּה ְּמְָּה ְּב ְּהְַּ־ןמְִּ    8  ׃לוּבְָּֽמְַּהְְַּּימ 

ְָּ֖ר ְּ־רשְֶּאְְֲּּלכ ְֵּ֥ו ְְּּףוֹע ְּהְָּ־ןמִ ְּוְּּהרְָָּ֑ה ְּט ְְּּהנְָּנְֶָּ֖יא ְְּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּהַ ְּ־ןמְִּוּ  ׃המְָָּֽדְָּאְֲּהְָָּֽ־לעְְַּּשמ 

־תאְְֶּּםיהְִָּ֖לֹא ְְּּהוְֵָּּ֥צְְִּּרשֶ ְּאְֲּכְְַָּּֽהבְָָּ֑ק ְּנ ְּוְּּרכָ ְּזְְָּּהבְָָּ֖ת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּחְַּנ  ְּ־לאְְֶּּוּאבָ ְְּּםיְִּנַ ְּש ְְּּםיְִּנַ ְּש ְּ    9 

ְָּֽ    01  ׃חְַּנ ְָּֽ ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לעְְַּּוּיְָּ֖הְְָּּלוּב ְּמְַּהְְַּּימ  ְּוְּּםימְִָּ֑יְָּהְְַּּתעַ ְּב ְּשְִּל ְְּּיהְִָּ֖י ְּוַ                                                         

                                                 

 
9
 Genesis 6:15 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 

10
 Genesis 6:16 Or skylight 

11
 Genesis 7:2 Or seven of each kind of clean animal 

12
 Genesis 7:3 Or seven of each kind 

13
 Genesis 7:4 Hebrew all existence; also verse 23 
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11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 

seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep 

burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell 

upon the land forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and 

his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of 

his sons with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, according to its 

kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing 

that creeps on the land, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its 

kind, every winged creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and 

two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that 

entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. 

And the LORD shut him in. 

ְּשדְֶּח ְָּ֑לְְַּּםוֹיְְָּּ֖רשְֵָּ֥עְָּ־העְָָּֽב ְּשְִּב ְְּּינִ ְּש ְּהְְַּּש ְּדְֶּח  ְּבְְַּּחְַּנ  ְּ־יי ְּחְַּל ְְּּה ְּנְָּשְְָּּתוֹא ְּמ ְּ־שש ְְּּתנַ ְּש ְּבְִּ    11 

ְָּֽ    21  ׃וּחתָָֽפ ְּנְְִּּםיְִּמְַָּ֖שְָּהְְַּּתב ְֵּ֥ר ְּאְֲּוְְַּּהבָ ְּרְְַּּםוֹה ְּת ְְּּת ְּנ ְּי ְּע ְּמְַּ־לכְְָָּּֽוּ ְּעק ְּב ְּנְְִּּהזֶ ְּהְְַּּםוֹי ְּבְַּ ְּיהְִֵּ֥י ְּוַ

ְְָּּֽםיעְִָּ֖בְָּר ְּאַו ְְּּםוֹי ְְּּםיעִ ְּבְָּר ְּאְַּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לעְְַּּםשְֶּגְֶָּ֖הְַּ ְּחְַּנ  ְְּּאבָ ְְּּה ְּזְֶּהְְַּּםוֹי ְּהְְַּּםצְֶּעֶ ְּב ְּ    31  ׃הלְָּי ְּלָ

ְָּֽנ ְְּּתשְֶּלֹ ְּש ְּוְּּחְַּנ  ְְּּתשְֶּא  ְּו ְְּּחְַּנ ְָּ֑־ינ ְּב ְְּּתפְֶּיְֶָּ֖וְְָּּםחְֵָּ֥ו ְּ־םש ְּו ְּ  ׃הבְָָּֽת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּםתְָָּ֖אְְִּּוינָ ְּבְָּ־יש 

ְֵּ֥ר ְּהְְָּּשמְֶּרֶ ְּהְָּ־לכְָּו ְְּּהּנָ ְּימְִּל ְְּּה ְּמְָּה ְּב ְּהְַּ־לכְָּו ְְּּהּנָ ְּימְִּל ְְּּהיָ ְּחְַּהְַָּֽ־לכְָּו ְְּּהמְָּה  ְּ    41  ְּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְָּ־לעְְַּּשמ 

ְָּ֑ימְִּל ְּ ְָּֽכְָּ־לכְְָּּרוֹפְֵּ֥צְְִּּלכ ְְָּּ֖וּהנ  ְּימְִּל ְְּּףוֹע ְּהְָּ־לכְָּו ְְּּוּהנ  ְּהבְָָּ֑ת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּחְַּנ ְָּ֖־לאְְֶּּוּאב ְֵּ֥יְָּוְַּ    51  ׃ףנָ

ְּבְָּהְַּ־לכְָּמְְִּּם ְּיְִּנַ ְּש ְְּּםיְִּנַ ְּש ְּ ְְּּוֹבְָּ֖־רשְֶּאְְֲּּרשָ  ְָּֽחְְַּּחְַּוּרֵ֥ ־לכְָּמְְִּּהבָ ְּק ְּנ ְּוְּּרכָ ְּזְְָּּםיאִ ְּבְָּהְַּו ְּ    61  ׃םייִ

׃וֹדְָּֽעְֲּבְְַָּּֽהוְָָּ֖הי ְְּּרג ְֵּ֥ס ְּיְִּוְְַּּםיהְִָּ֑לֹא ְְּּוֹתְָּ֖א ְְּּהוְֵָּּ֥צְְִּּרשֶ ְּאְֲּכְְַָּּֽוּאבָ ְְּּר ְּשְָּבְָּ                                                                    

17 The flood continued forty days on the land. The waters increased 

and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the land. 18 The waters prevailed 

and increased greatly on the land, and the ark floated on the face of the 

waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily on the land that all the high 

hills under the whole heaven* were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above 

the hills, covering them fifteen cubits
14

 deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved 

on the land, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on 

the land, and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was 

the breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face 

of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. 

They were blotted out from the land. Only Noah was left, and those who 

were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the land 150 days. 

 71    ְָּֽ ְּםרְָּתְָָּ֖וְְַּּהבָ ְּת ְּהְַּ־תאְְֶּּוּ ְּאש ְּיְִּוְְַּּםיְִּמַ ְּהְְַּּוּב ְּר ְּיְִּוְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לעְְַּּםוֹיְְָּּ֖םיעְִֵּ֥בְָּר ְּאְַּלוּב ְּמְַּהְְַּּיהִ ְּי ְּוַ

ְּב ְּג יְִּוְַּ    81  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּלעְֵַּ֥מ ְּ ְֵּ֥וְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לעְְַּּדא ְָּ֖מ ְְּּוּבְֵּ֥ר ְּיְִּוְְַּּםיְִּמַ ְּהְְַּּוּרֵ֥ ְֵּ֥פ ְּ־לעְְַּּהבְָָּ֖ת ְּהְְַּּךְלְֶּת  ְּינ 

ְּב ְּגְְֵָּּ֥םיְִּמַ ְּהְַּו ְּ    91  ׃םיְִּמְָָּֽהְַּ ְּםיהִ ְּב ְּג ְּהְְַּּם ְּירְִּהְָּהְֶָּֽ־לכְְָּּוּס ְּכ ְּי ְּוְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לעְְַּּדא ְָּ֖מ ְְּּדא ְֵּ֥מ ְְּּוּר 

ְּב ְּגְְָּּהלְָּע ְּמַ ְּל ְּמְְִּּה ְּמְָּאְְַּּהר  ְּש ְּעְְֶּּשמ  ְּחְֲּ    02  ׃םיְִּמְָָּֽשְָּהְַּ־לכְְָּּתחְַּתְַָּ֖־רשְֶּאְֲּ ְּוּסְָּ֖כ ְּי ְּוְְַּּםיְִּמְָָּ֑הְְַּּוּרָ֖

־לכְָּב ְּוְּּהיָ ְּחְַּבַ ְּוְּּה ְּמְָּה ְּב ְּבְַּוְּּףוֹע ְּבְְָּּץרְֶּאָ ְּהְָּ־לעְְַּּשמ  ְּר ְּהְְָּּ׀רשָ ְּבְָּ־לכְְָּּעוַ ְּג יְִּוְַּ    12  ׃םירְִָּֽהְָּהְֶּ

ְּויפָ ְּאְַּב ְְּּםייִ ְּחְְַּּחְַּוּר ְּ־תמְַּש ְּנְְִּּר ְּשְֶּאְְֲּּלכ  ְּ    22  ׃םדָָֽאָהְְָּּלכ ְָּ֖ו ְְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לעְְַּּץר  ְּש ְּהְְַּּץרְֶּשְֶָּ֖הְַּ

ְְָּּֽהבְָָּ֖רְָּחָָֽבְְֶּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּלכ  ְּמְִּ ְּהמָ ְּדְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽינ  ְּפ ְּ־לעְְַּּ׀רשֶ ְּאְְֲּּ׀םוּק ְּי ְּהְַּ־לכְָּ־תאְְֶָּּֽחמְַּיִ ְּוְַּ    32  ׃וּתמ 

־ךְאְְַּּראְֶּשָ ְּיְִּוְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־ןמְְִּּוּחְָּ֖מְָּיְִּוְְַּּםיְִּמַ ְּשְָּהְְַּּףוֹע ְּ־דעְַּו ְְּּש ְּמְֶּרֶ ְּ־דעְְַּּה ְּמְָּה ְּב ְּ־דעְְַּּםדָ ְּאָמ ְּ

ְְָּּֽחְַּנ  ְּ ְּב ְּג יְִּוְַּ    42  ׃הבְָָּֽת ְּבְְַּּוֹתְָּ֖אְְִּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְֲּוַ ׃םוֹיְְָּּֽתאְַָּ֖מ ְּוְּּםישְִֵּ֥מְִּחְְֲּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לעְְַּּםיְִּמְַָּ֖הְְַּּוּרֵ֥                                                                                          

The Flood Subsides  

8  
1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock 

that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the land, and 

the waters subsided. 2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of the 

heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 3 and the 

waters receded from the land continually. At the end of 150 days the waters 

had abated, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, 

the ark came to rest on the hills of Ararat. 5 And the waters continued to abate 

until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the 

tops of the hills were seen.** 

ְּהבְָָּ֑ת ְּבְְַּּוֹתְָּ֖אְְִּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּהְַּ־לכְָּ־תאְֶּו ְְּּה ְּיְָּחְַּהְַָּֽ־לכְְָּּתא  ְּו ְְּּחְַּנ  ְּ־תאְְֶּּם ְּיהְִּלֹא ְְּּרכ  ְּז ְּיְִּוְַּ    1 

ְְָּּֽםוֹה ְּת ְְּּתנ  ְּי ְּע ְּמְְַּּוּ ְּרכ ְּסָָֽיְִּוְַּ    2  ׃םיְִּמְָָּֽהְְַּּוּכש ְָּ֖יְָּוְְַּּץרְֶּאָ ְּהְָּ־לעְְַּּחַ ְּוּר ְְּּםיהְִֵּ֥לֹא ְְּּרב  ְּעְֲּיְַּוְַּ ְּתב ְָּ֖ר ְּאְֲּוַ

ְֵּ֥כְָּיְִּוְְַּּםיְִּמְָָּ֑שְָּהְַּ ְּבוֹשְָּ֑וְְָּּךְוֹל ְּהְְָּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְְָּּלעְֵַּ֥מ ְְּּםיְִּמַ ְּהְְַּּוּבש  ְּיְָּוְַּ    3  ׃םיְִּמְָָּֽשְָּהְַּ־ןמְְִּּםשְֶּגְֶָּ֖הְְַּּאל 

ְּס ְּח ְּיְַּוְַּ ְּיעִ ְּיבְִּש ְּהְְַּּשדְֶּח  ְּבְְַּּה ְּבְָּת ְּהְְַּּחנְַּתָ ְּוְַּ    4  ׃םוֹיְְָּּֽתאְַָּ֖מ ְּוְּּםישְִֵּ֥מְִּחְְֲּּהצ  ְּק ְּמְְִּּםיְִּמַ ְּהְְַּּוּר 

ְֵּ֥הְְָּּלעְְַָּּ֖שדְֶּח ְָּ֑לְְַּּםוֹיְְָּּ֖רשְֵָּ֥עְָּ־העְָּב ְּשְִּב ְּ ְּדעְְַָּּ֖רוֹס ְּחְָּו ְְּּךְוֹל ְּהְְָּּוּ ְּיהְְָּּםיְִּמַ ְּהְַּו ְּ    5  ׃טרְָָּֽרְָּאְְֲּּיר 

ְֵּ֥ארְְָּּוּאְָּ֖ר ְּנְְִּּשדְֶּח  ְּלְְַּּדחָ ְּאְֶּב ְְּּי ְּרְִּישְִּעְֲּבְְָָּּֽירְִָּ֑ישְִּעְֲּהְְָָּּֽשדְֶּח  ְּהְַּ ׃םירְִָּֽהְָּהְְֶָּּֽיש                                                          
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 Genesis 7:20 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 
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6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he 

had made 7 and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were 

dried up from the land. 8 Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the 

waters had subsided from the face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no 

place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were 

still on the face of the whole land.*** So he put out his hand and took her 

and brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and 

again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove came back to him 

in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So 

Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the land. 12 Then he waited an-

other seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him 

anymore. 

 6    ְָּֽ ְָּ֖מְְִּּיהִ ְּי ְּוַ ְּחלְַָּ֖שְַּי ְּוְַּ    7  ׃השְָָּֽעְְָּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּהבְָָּ֖ת ְּהְְַּּןוֹלְֵּ֥חְַּ־תאְְֶּּחְַּנ  ְְּּחתַ ְּפ ְּיְִּוְְַּּםוֹיְְָּּ֑םיעִ ְּבְָּר ְּאְַּץק 

ְָּ֑ע ְּהְָָּֽ־תאְֶּ ְּוְְָּּא ְּוֹציְְָּּאצ  ְּי ְּוְְַּּבר  ־תאְְֶּּחלְֵַּ֥שְַּי ְּוְַּ    8  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּלעְֵַּ֥מ ְְּּםיְִּמְַָּ֖הְְַּּתשְֶּב ְֵּ֥י ְּ־דעְְַּּבוֹש 

ְֵּ֥פ ְְּּלעְַָּ֖מ ְְּּםיְִּמַ ְּהְְַּּוּלקַ ְּהְְֲּּת ְּוֹאר ְּלְְִּּוֹתְָּ֑אְִּמ ְְּּהנְָָּ֖וֹיהְַּ ְּהנָ ְּוֹיהְְַּּה ְּאָצ ְּמְָּ־אלְָֹּֽו ְּ    9  ׃המְָָּֽדְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽינ 

ְּחלַ ְּש ְּיְִּוְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ־לכְְָּּינ  ְּפ ְּ־לעְְַּּםיְִּמְַָּ֖־יכְְִּּהבָ ְּת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּו ְּילְָּא ְְּּבשְָּתָ ְּוְְַּּהּלָ ְּג רְַּ־ףכְַּל ְְּּחְַּוֹנ ְּמְָּ

ְֵּ֥יְָּוְְַּּהְָּחֶ ְּקְָּיְִּוְְַּּוֹ ְּדיְָּ ְּםירְִָּ֑ח ְּאְְֲּּםימְִָּ֖יְְָּּתעְֵַּ֥ב ְּשְְִּּדוֹע ְְּּלחְֶּיָ ְּוְַּ    01  ׃הבְָָּֽת ְּהְַּ־לאְְֶּּוילְָָּ֖א ְְּּהּתָ ְּא ְְּּאב 

ְֵּ֥הְִּו ְְּּברְֶּעֶ ְְּּתע  ְּל ְְּּה ְּנְָּוֹיהְְַּּוילָ ְּא ְְּּאב  ְּתְָּוְַּ    11  ׃הבְָָּֽת ְּהְַּ־ןמְְִּּהנְָָּ֖וֹיהְַּ־תאְְֶּּחלְֵַּ֥שְְַּּףסְֶּי  ְּוְַּ ־הל ְּעְְֲּּהנ 

ְּתעְֵַּ֥ב ְּשְְִּּדוֹע ְְּּלחְֶּיָ ְּיְִּוְַּ    21  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּלעְֵַּ֥מ ְְּּםיְִּמְַָּ֖הְְַּּוּלקְֵַּ֥־יכְְִּּחְַּנ  ְְּּעדְַּי  ְּוְְַּּהְָּיפְִָּ֑ב ְְּּףרָ ְּטְְָּּתיְִּזְַָּ֖

׃דוֹעְְָּּֽוילְָָּ֖א ְּ־בוּשְּהפְֵָּ֥ס ְּיְָּ־אלְָֹּֽו ְְּּהנָ ְּוֹיהְַּ־תאְְֶּּח ְּלְַּשְַּי ְּוְְַּּםירְִָּ֑ח ְּאְְֲּּםימְִָּ֖יְָּ                                                                               

13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of 

the month, the waters were dried from off the land. And Noah removed the 

covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the land had 

dried out. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your 

wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you 

every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every 

creeping thing that creeps on the land—that they may swarm on the land, 

and be fruitful and multiply on the land.” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons 

and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping 

thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the land, went out by 

families from the ark. 

 31    ְּ ָֽ ְּלעַ ְּמ ְְּּםיְִּמְַָּ֖הְְַּּוּבְֵּ֥ר ְּחְְָָּּֽשדְֶּח  ְּלְְַּּדחָ ְּאְֶּב ְְּּן ְּוֹשארְִּבְְָָּּֽהנָ ְּשְְָּּתוֹא ְּמ ְּ־שש ְּו ְְּּתחַ ְּאַב ְְּּיהְִּי ְּוַ

ְֵּ֥הְִּו ְְּּאר ְּיַ ְּוְְַּּהבָ ְּת ְּהְְַּּהס  ְּכ ְּמְִּ־תאְְֶּּחַ ְּנ  ְְּּרסְַּיָ ְּוְְַּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ ְֵּ֥פ ְְּּוּבְָּ֖ר ְּחְָָּֽהנ  ְּש ְּדְֶּח  ְּבְַּוּ    41  ׃המְָָּֽדְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽינ 

ְֵּ֥דְַּי ְּוְַּ    51  סְּ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּהשְָָּ֖ב ְּיְְָּּשדְֶּח ְָּ֑לְְַּּםוֹיְְָּּ֖םירִ ְּש ְּעְֶּו ְְּּהעָ ְּב ְּשְִּב ְְּּינִ ְּש ְּהְַּ ְּחְַּנ ְֵּ֥־לאְְֶּּםיהְִָּ֖לֹא ְְּּרב 

ְָּ֖    61  ׃רמ ְָּֽאל ְּ ְָּֽנ ְּוְּּךינְֵֶּ֥בְָּוְּּך ְּת ְּש ְּאְִּו ְְּּהתָ ְּאְְַּּהבְָָּ֑ת ְּהְַּ־ןמְְִּּאצ  ְּהיָ ְּחְַּהְַּ־לכְָּ    71  ׃ךְתָָֽאְְִּּךינְֶָּ֖בְָּ־יש 

ְּבְָּ־לכְָּמְְִּּך ְּת ְּאְִּ־רשְֶָּֽאְֲּ ְֵּ֥ר ְּהְְָּּשמְֶּרֶ ְּהְָּ־לכְָּב ְּוְּּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּבְַּוְּּףוֹע ְּבְְָּּרשָ  ְּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְָּ־לעְְַּּשמ 

ְּפְָּוְּּץרְֶּאָ ְּבְְָּּוּצ ְּר ְּשְָָּֽו ְְּּךְתְָָּ֑אְְִּּ״אצ  ְּי ְּהְַּ״ְּ׳אצ ְּוֹה׳ ְָּ֖וְַּ    81  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לעְְַּּוּבְָּ֖רְָּו ְְּּוּרֵ֥ ְּוינָ ְּבְָּוְּּחְַּנ ְָּ֑־אצ ְּי 

ְָּֽנ ְּוְּּוֹתְֵּ֥ש ְּאְִּו ְּ ־לעְְַּּשמ  ְּוֹרְּלכ ְְָּּ֖ףוֹע ְּהְָּ־לכְָּו ְְּּש ְּמְֶּרֶ ְּהְָּ־לכְְָּּהיָ ְּחְַּהְַָּֽ־לכְָּ    91  ׃וֹתְָּֽאְְִּּוינְָָּ֖בְָּ־יש 

׃הבְָָּֽת ְּהְַּ־ןמְְִּּוּאְָּ֖צ ְּיְְָּּםהֶ ְּית ְּח  ְּפ ְּש ְּמְִּל ְְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ                                                                               

God’s Covenant with Noah 
 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean 

animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

21 And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, 

“I will never again curse
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 the ground because of man, for the intention of 

man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down 

every living creature as I have done. 22 While the land remains, seedtime and 

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” 

ְֵּ֥וְַּ    02  ְָּ֖ז ְּמְְִּּחְַּנ  ְְּּןבְֶּיִ ְְָּּֽחְַּב  ְּרה  ְּטְָּהְְַּּףוֹע ְּהְְָּּל ְּכ ְּמְִּוְּּהרָ ְּוֹהט ְּהְְַּּהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּהְְַּּ׀לכ  ְּמְְִּּחקַ ְּיְִּוְְַּּהוְָָּ֑הילַ

ְֵּ֥וְַּ ְָּֽז ְּמְִּבְְַּּתלְָֹּ֖ע ְְּּלעְַּיַ ־אלְְָֹּּֽוֹב ְּלְִּ־לאְְֶּּהוָ ְּהי ְְּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְְַּּחַ ְּח ְּינְִּהְְַּּחְַּיר  ְּ־תאְְֶּּה ְּוְָּהי ְְּּחרְַּיָ ְּוְַּ    12  ׃חְַּב 

ְּ ְְּּםדָ ְּאָהְְָָּּֽרוּב ְּעְֲּבְְַּּה ְּמְָּדְָּאְֲּהְָָּֽ־תאְְֶּּדוֹע ְְּּלל  ְּקְַּל ְְּּףסְִּא   ְּוירְָָּ֑ע ְּנ ְּמְְִּּערְְַָּּ֖םדָ ְּאָהְְָּּבל  ְְּּרצְֶּי  ְְּּיכִ 

ְּערְַּזֶ ְְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְְָּּימ  ְּי ְּ־לכְְָּּדע ְָּ֖    22  ׃יתְִּישְִָּֽעְְָּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְֲּכְְַָּּֽיחְַָּ֖־לכְָּ־תאְְֶּּתוֹכְֵּ֥הְַּל ְְּּדוֹע ְְּּףסְִֵּ֥א ְּ־אלְָֹּֽו ְּ

׃וּתב ְָּֽש ְּיְְִּּאלְְֵֹּּ֥הלְָּי ְּלְַָּ֖וְְָּּםוֹיְֵּ֥ו ְְּּףרְֶּח  ְּוְְָּּץיְִּקַ ְּו ְְּּםח  ְּוְְָּּרק  ְּו ְְּּריצְִּקְָּו  ְּ                                   

9  
1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the land. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be 
ְּפ ְְּּםהֶ ְּלְְָּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְְַּּוינְָָּ֑בְָּ־תאְֶּו ְְּּחְַּנ ְָּ֖־תאְְֶּּםיהִ ְּלֹא ְְּּךְרְֶּבָ ְּי ְּוְַּ    1   ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־תאְְֶּּוּאְֵּ֥ל ְּמְִּוְּּוּבְָּ֖ר ְּוְּּוּרֵ֥

ְְָּּֽם ְּכְֶּת ְּחְִּו ְְּּםכֶ ְּאְֲּרְַּוֹמוּ    2  ְּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּל כ ְּב ְְּּםיְִּמְָָּ֑שְָּהְְַּּףוֹע ְּ־לכְְָּּלעְַָּ֖ו ְְּּץרְֶּאָ ְּהְְָּּתיַ ְּחְַּ־לכְְָּּלעַ ְְּּהיֶ ְּה ְּיִ
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upon every beast of the land and upon every bird of the heavens, upon 

everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your 

hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. 

And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 But you shall not 

eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require 

a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow 

man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. 

ְֵּ֥ד ְּ־לכְָּב ְּוְְָּּּֽהמָ ְּדְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽשמ  ְּר ְּתְִּ ְּםכְֵֶּ֥לְְָּּיחַ ְּ־אוּהְּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּש ְּמְֶּרֶ ְּ־לכְָּ    3  ׃וּנתָָֽנְְִּּםכְֵֶּ֥ד ְּיְֶּב ְְּּםיְָָּ֖הְְַּּיג 

ְּבְָּ־ךְאְַּ    4  ׃לכ ְָּֽ־תאְְֶּּםכְֶָּ֖לְְָּּיתְִּתְֵַּ֥נְְָּּבשְֶּע  ְְּּקרְֶּיֶ ְּכ ְְּּהלְָָּ֑כ ְּאָל ְְּּהיְֶָּ֖ה ְּיְִּ ְּאלְְֵֹּּ֥וֹמְָּ֖דְְָּּוֹשְֵּ֥פ ְּנְַּב ְְּּרשָ 

ְָּֽאת ְּ ְֵּ֥מְְִּּשר  ְּד ְּאְְֶּּם ְּכְֶּית ְּש ְָּֽפ ְּנְַּל ְְּּםכֶ ְּמ ְּדְִּ־תאְְֶּּךְאַ ְּו ְּ    5  ׃וּלכ  ְּדיַ ְּמְִּוְּּוּנשְֶָּ֑ר ְּד ְּאְְֶּּהיְָָּ֖חְַּ־לכְְָּּדיַ

ְּד ְּאְְֶּּויחִ ְּאְָּשיאִ ְְּּד ְּיְַּמְְִּּםדָ ְּאָהְָָּֽ ׃םדָָֽאָהְְָָּּֽשפְֶּנְֵֶּ֥־תאְְֶּּשר ָ֖                                                         

6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, 

    by man shall his blood be shed, 

for God made man in his own image. 

ְָּ֑שְָּיְְִּּוֹמ ְּדְְָּּםדְָָּ֖אָבְְָָּּֽםדָ ְּאָהְְָָּּֽםדַ ְְּּךְ ְּפ ְּש ְּ    6  ְְּּךְפ  ׃םדָָֽאָהְָּ־תאְְֶּּהשְָָּ֖עְְָּּםיהִ ְּלֹא ְְּּםלְֶּצֶ ְּב ְְּּיכִ              

7 And you,
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 be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the land and 

multiply in it.” 
ְּפ ְְּּםתְֶָּ֖אְַּו ְּ    7  סְּ׃הּבְָָּֽ־וּבר ְּוְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖בְְָּּוּצְֵּ֥ר ְּשְְִּּוּבְָּ֑ר ְּוְּּוּר              

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my 

covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living 

creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the land 

with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the land. 11 I 

establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 

the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

land.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 

me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between me and the land. 14 When I bring clouds over the land and 

the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between 

me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never 

again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I 

will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 

living creature of all flesh that is on the land.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is 

the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that 

is on the land.” 

ְּיתְִָּ֖ירְִּב ְּ־תאְְֶּּםיקִ ְּמ ְְּּינְִֵּ֥נ ְּהְְִּּינִ ְּאְֲּוְַּ    9  ׃רמ ְָּֽאל ְְּּוֹתְָּ֖אְְִּּוינְֵָּ֥בְָּ־לאְֶּו ְְּּחְַּנ  ְּ־לאְְֶּּם ְּיהְִּלֹא ְְּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    8 

ְּףוֹע ְּבְְָּּםכֶ ְּת ְּאְְִּּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּה ְּיְָּחְַּהְְַָּּֽשפְֶּנֶ ְּ־לכְְָּּתא  ְּו ְּ    01  ׃םכְֶָּֽיר ְּחְֲּאְְַָּּֽםכְֶָּ֖עְֲּר ְּזְַּ־תאְֶָּֽו ְְּּםכְֶָּ֑ת ְּאְִּ

ְֵּ֥חְַּ־לכְָּב ְּוְְָּּּֽהמָ ְּה ְּב ְּבְַּ ְֵּ֥חְְַּּלכ ְָּ֖ל ְְּּהבָ ְּת ְּהְְַּּיא  ְּצ ְּי ְְּּל ְּכ ְּמְְִּּםכְֶָּ֑ת ְּאְְִּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֖הְְָּּתיַ  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּתיַ

־אלְָֹּֽו ְְּּלוּבְָּ֑מְַּהְְַּּימ  ְּמְְִּּדוֹעְְָּּ֖רשָ ְּבְָּ־לכְְָּּתר  ְּכְָּיְִּ־אלְָֹּֽו ְְּּםכֶ ְּת ְּאְְִּּי ְּתְִּירְִּב ְּ־תאְְֶּּיתִ ְּמ ְּקְִּהְֲּוְַּ    11 

ְֵּ֥ה ְּיְִּ ְֵּ֥שְַּל ְְּּלוּבְָּ֖מְְַּּדוֹע ְְּּהיֶ ְּינִ ְּאְֲּ־רשְֶּאְְֲּּת ְּירְִּב ְּהְַּ־תוֹאְְָּּֽתאז  ְְּּםיהִ ְּלֹא ְְּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    21  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּתח 

ְּד ְּל ְְּּםכְֶָּ֑ת ְּאְְִּּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּהיְָָּ֖חְְַּּשפְֶּנְֵֶּ֥־לכְְָּּןיב  ְּוְּּםכֶ ְּינ ְּיב  ְּוְּּי ְּנְִּיב ְְּּןת  ְּנ ְּ ְָּֽוֹעְּתר ָ֖ ְּיתִ ְּש ְּקְַּ־תאְֶּ    31  ׃םלָ

ְֵּ֥וְּּינְִָּ֖יב ְְּּתירִ ְּב ְְּּתוֹא ְּל ְְּּה ְּתְָּי ְּהְָָּֽו ְְּּןנְָָּ֑עְָּבְְֶָּּֽיתְִּתְַָּ֖נְָּ ־לעְְַּּןנְָָּ֖עְְָּּינְִֵּ֥נ ְּעְַָּֽב ְְּּהיָ ְּהְָּו ְּ    41  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְְָּּןיב 

ְָּֽעְָּבְְֶּּתשְֶּקְֶָּ֖הְְַּּהתְֵָּ֥אְֲּר ְּנְִּו ְְּּץרְֶּאְָָּ֑הְָּ ְּןיב  ְּוְּּםכֶ ְּינ ְּיב  ְּוְּּי ְּנְִּיב ְְּּרשֶ ְּאְְֲּּיתִ ְּירְִּב ְּ־תאְְֶּּיתִ ְּר ְּכְַּזְָּו ְּ    51  ׃ןנָ

ְָּֽ־אלְָֹּֽו ְְּּרשְָָּ֑בְָּ־לכְָּב ְְּּהיְָָּ֖חְְַּּשפְֶּנְֵֶּ֥־לכְָּ ְָּ֖שְַּל ְְּּלוּב ְּמְַּל ְְּּם ְּיְִּמַ ְּהְְַּּדוֹע ְְּּהיֶ ְּה ְּיִ  ׃רשְָָּֽבְָּ־לכְְָּּתח 

ְּשפְֶּנֶ ְּ־לכְְָּּן ְּיב ְּוְּּםיהִ ְּלֹא ְְּּןיב  ְְּּםלָ ְּוֹעְּתירִ ְּב ְְּּר ְּכ ְּז ְּלְְִּּהְָּיתִ ְּיאְִּר ְּוְּּןנְָָּ֑עְָּבְְֶָּּֽתשְֶּקְֶָּ֖הְְַּּהתְֵָּ֥י ְּהְָּו ְּ    61 

ְּת ְּירְִּב ְּהְַּ־תוֹאְְָּּֽתאז  ְְּּחְַּנ ְָּ֑־לאְְֶּּםיהְִָּ֖לֹא ְְּּרמְֶּאי ְֵּ֥וְַּ    71  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לעְְַּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּרשְָָּ֖בְָּ־לכְָּב ְְּּהיָ ְּחְַּ

ְֵּ֥וְּּינִ ְּיב ְְּּיתְִּמ  ְּקְִּהְְֲּּרשֶ ְּאְֲּ פְּ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לעְְַּּרשְֵֶּ֥אְְֲּּרשְָָּ֖בְָּ־לכְְָּּןיב                                                                                                                 

Noah’s Descendants  

18 The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, 

and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) 19 These three were the sons of 

Noah, and from these the people of the whole land were dispersed.
17

 

ְָּֽוְַּ    81  ְְָּּ֖הבָ ְּת ְּהְַּ־ןמְְִּּם ְּיאְִּצ ְּי ְָּֽהְְַּּחְַּנ  ְּ־ינ ְּב ְְּּוּי ְּה ְּיִ ְָּֽכ ְְּּיבְִֵּ֥אְְֲּּאוּהְְָּּ֖םחָ ְּו ְְּּתפְֶּיְָָּ֑וְְָּּםחָ ְּו ְְּּםש   ׃ןעְַּנָ

ְְָּּ֖השְֵָּ֥לֹש ְּ    91  ְָּ֖מ ְּוְּּחְַּנ ְָּ֑־ינ ְּב ְְּּהלְֶּא  ְְָּּֽהלְֶּא  ׃ץרְֶּאְָָּֽהְָּ־לכְְָּּהצְֵָּ֥פ ְּנָ                        
20 Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard.

18
 

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. 
ְֵּ֥וְַּ    02  ְֵּ֥וְַּ    12  ׃םרְֶּכְְָָּּֽעטְַָּ֖יְִּוְְַּּהמְָָּ֑דְָּאְֲּהְְָָּּֽשיאִ ְְּּחְַּנ ְְָּּ֖לחְֶּיָ ְּךְוֹתְֵּ֥ב ְְּּלגְַָּ֖ת ְּיְִּוְְַּּרכְָָּ֑ש ְּיְִּוְְַּּןיְִּיְַָּ֖הְַּ־ןמְְִּּת ְּש ְּי 

                                                 

 
16

 Genesis 9:7 In Hebrew you is plural 
17

 Genesis 9:19 Or from these the whole earth was populated 



The Natural Reading of Noah’s Flood as a Local Flood Rick Aschmann 9 Last updated: December 28, 2017 at 20:14 

 

 

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told 

his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on 

both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of 

their father. Their faces were turned backward, and they did not see their 

father’s nakedness. 24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his 

youngest son had done to him, 25 he said, 

ְְּּאר ְּיַ ְּוְַּ    22  ׃הלְָֹּֽה ְּאָ ְְָּּ֖ןעְַּנַ ְּכ ְְּּיבִ ְּאְְֲּּםחָ  ְֵּ֥יְַּוְְַּּויבְִָּ֑אְָּתוַ ְּר ְּעְְֶּּתא  ְָּֽש ְּלְְִּּדג   ׃ץוּחְָּֽבְְַּּויחְָָּ֖אְֶּ־ינ 

ְְּּח ְּקְַּיְִּוְַּ    32  ְָּֽוְְַּּםהֶ ְּינ ְּש ְְּּםכֶ ְּש ְּ־לעְְַּּוּ ְּמישִ ְּיְָּוְְַּּהלָ ְּמ ְּשְִּהְַּ־תאְְֶּּתפְֶּיֶ ְּוְְָּּםש   ְּתינִ ְּרְַּח  ְּאְְֲּּוּ ְּכל ְּי 

ְְָּּ֖וּס ְּכְַּי ְּוְַּ ְֵּ֥וְַּ    42  ׃וּאְָּֽרְְָּּאלְְֵֹּּ֥םהְֶָּ֖יבְִּאְְֲּּתוְֵַּ֥ר ְּעְֶּו ְְּּתינִ ְּרְַּח  ְּאְְֲּּם ְּהְֶּינ ְּפ ְּוְּּםהְֶָּ֑יבְִּאְְֲּּתוַ ְּר ְּעְְֶּּתא  ְּץקְֶּייִ

׃ןטָָֽקְָּהְְַּּוֹנְֵּ֥ב ְְּּוֹלְָּ֖־השְָּעְֵָּ֥־רשְֶּאְְֲּּתא  ְְּּעדְַּי  ְּוְְַּּוֹנְָּ֑יי ְּמְְִּּחְַּנ ְָּ֖                                                         

“Cursed be Canaan; 

    a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.” 
ְּאְָּרמְֶּאי ְָּ֖וְַּ    52  ְְָּּֽםידְִָּ֖בְָּעְְֲּּדבְֶּעְְֵֶּּ֥ןעְַּנְָָּ֑כ ְְּּרוּר  ְֵּ֥ה ְּיִ ׃ויחָָֽאְֶּל ְְּּהיֶ             

26 He also said, 

“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; 

    and let Canaan be his servant. 

27 May God enlarge Japheth,
19

 

    and let him dwell in the tents of Shem, 

    and let Canaan be his servant.” 

ְּבְְָּּרמְֶּאי  ְּוְַּ    62  ְְָּּ֑יה ְּלֹ ְּא ְְּּהוְָָֹּ֖הי ְְּּךְוּרֵ֥ ְְָּּֽדבְֶּעְְֵֶּּ֥ןעְַּנְַָּ֖כ ְְּּיהְִֵּ֥יוְְִּּםש  ְּתפְֶּיֶ ְּל ְְּּם ְּיהְִּלֹא ְְּּת ְּפ ְּיַ ְּ    72  ׃וֹמלָ

ְָּ֑־יל ְּה ְּאְָָּֽב ְְּּןכ ְָּ֖ש ְּיְִּו ְּ ְְָּּֽדבְֶּעְְֵֶּּ֥ןעְַּנְַָּ֖כ ְְּּיהְִֵּ֥יוְְִּּםש  ׃וֹמלָ                        

28 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29 All the days of Noah were 950 

years, and he died. 
 82    ְָּֽ ְְָּּֽהנָ ְּשְְָּּת ְּוֹאמ ְְּּשלֹ ְּש ְְּּלוּבְָּ֑מְַּהְְַּּרחַ ְּאְַּחְַּנ ְָּ֖־יחְִּי ְּוַ ְָּֽשְְָּּםישְִָּ֖מְִּחְֲּוַ ְָּֽוְַּ    92  ׃הנָ ְּחְַּנ  ְּ־ימ ְּי ְּ־לכְְָּּוּ ְּיה ְּיִ

פְּ׃תמ ְָּֽיְָּוְְַּּהנְָָּ֑שְְָּּםישְִָּ֖מְִּחְֲּוְְַּּהנָ ְּשְְָּּת ְּוֹאמ ְְּּעשַ ְּת ְּ                        
 

* This is from Noah’s perspective, the sky that he could see, and the nearby hills that he could have seen if they had not been covered with water. 

** Again this is from Noah’s perspective, the hills that became visible from where the ark was resting. 

*** Obviously the waters were not still on the face of the whole land, since the ark had settled to earth, and the tops of the hills were visible. But they were 

apparently too distant for the dove to reach, so from the dove’s perspective, it was true. But here it is clear that “land” or “earth” refers to something far 

smaller than the whole planet. 

5. Different Biases in English and Spanish 

It is interesting that in Spanish the translation bias #1 discussed on page 1 does not occur, since רֶץ  Ɂereṭṣ/ is only translated in one way in Genesisˈ/ אֶֶ֫

6-9 in both the Reina Valera 1960, the most commonly used version in evangelical churches, and in the , as , and the 

preposition ְּ ב /bə/ “in, on, at” is only translated in one way, as , so both “in the land” and “on the earth” come out as , with precisely the same 

ambiguities as Hebrew has. 

Confusingly, ה  Ɂăḏāˈmâ/ is also always translated in Genesis 6-9 as , making potential ambiguities slightly greater than in Hebrew. And/ אֲדָמָָ֑

even חָרָבָה /ḥārāˈḇâ/ is translated simply as  in the Reina Valera 1960, though the  translates it as , which 

means “dry land”. 

In addition, the preposition עַל /ʕal/ “on, on top of, upon, over”, is never translated the same as ְּ ב /bə/ “in, on, at” in Spanish, but always as , so 

there is no potential confusion here as there is in English. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
18

 Genesis 9:20 Or Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard 
19

 Genesis 9:27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for enlarge 
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However, translation bias #2 still applies in Spanish, at least in certain versions like the NVI, though the RV60 uses , which is just as 

ambiguous as the Hebrew הָרִים /hāˈrîm/, or even nowadays tends to just mean “hills”. 

Thus the translation bias in Spanish ends up being far less than in English. Instead, in Spanish, Hebrew, and other languages in which these words 

have similar ambiguities it becomes far more a question of interpretation bias. 


